80

III

III I M AG E S

I M AG E S

81

Nick Hannes
▿
Belgium

Nick Hannes (1974, Belgium) is a
documentary photographer and a
professor at the Royal Academy for Fine
Arts) in Ghent. His work has a strong
political and social component, and often
deals with the problematic relationship
we have with our environment.
What is the starting point of the Dubai series?
Having photographed the impact of mass
tourism in the Mediterranean region in
2010-2013, I became interested in the
phenomenon of market-driven urbanisation
and its impact on local communities
and environments. This led me to Dubai,
a fascinating case-study of high-speed
urban development. The new urbanity is
characterised by artificial inner spaces.
The most visual example of this process
is the entertainment industry, one of the
main economical pillars of Dubai.
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What’s your greatest dream?
Keep on travelling and photographing
until I’m really old! ●
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▲ DUBAI.
Bread & Circuses
(work in progress)
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Your pictures seem to focus on paradoxes,
contradictions. What is your opinion on
this “city of dreams”? The series also shows
the tension between traditional Islamic
values and overwhelming western influence.
Dubai, a city of complete economical

freedom, attracts people from all over
the world. With a 90% foreign population,
native Emiratis have become a minority
in their own country. Moreover, Dubai has
positioned itself recently as a top destination
for shopping and luxury tourism. By 2020,
the year Dubai will host the World Expo,
the authorities expect to attract 20 million
guests. However, this cosmopolitan reality
doesn’t reflect in daily life society. The
cultural diversity is being erased by a generic
Americanised mono-culture, based on
consumerism, hedonism, prestige. That’s why
I find Dubai a rather boring and predictable
city. I miss adventure, fantasy and poetry.
Dubai is a mix of everything, but it lacks
history and foundation. This artificial feel
resonates in the way I take photographs.
Although I never stage photographs, my
images may appear artificial and theatrical.
They subtly play with the border between
illusion and reality. Is it real? Is it fake? Or
is it real fake? I believe it’s better to raise
questions than to try to give answers.
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Full spread and
previous pages:
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